Kansas City Star | 07/08/2006 | KANSAS CITY AREA Page 1 of 3

THE K AMSAS CITY STAT

KansasCity.com

Subscriber Services

dy
e | vaws [ evenng B weckens

And Earn Your Degree Sooner Than You Think.

Search (@ RecentNews () Archives ()Web for

© Jobs
Q Ccars
© Real Estate
© Apartments

@ Local Shopping
* ShopLocal
* Newspaper Ads

2 All Classifieds

Back to Home >

Business @I

Posted on Sat, Jul. 08, 2006 email this & print this reprint or license this

KANSAS CITY AREA

* Create an Ad
 Find an Ad Travel purchase
* Pets o o 0l s
© Dating Short's Travel of Overland i hﬁ'\ :—xfﬂﬂ-— | e r
Park has acquired a North i s PR M S5 caeis. AN
Kansas City travel agency, : CoaS S - ;

News Executive Travel. .

Columnists Executive’s 20 full-time

Sports employees all have been

. offered positions with Short’s
Entertainment
i Travel. FILE PHOTO

Business

« Announcements AmerenUE is asking the Missouri Public Service

« Columnists The terms of the deal were Commission for an overall average electric rate increase
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» Consumer News the sale was for all of

* Emerging Business Executive Travel's assets,

* Moneywise including property, equipment, contracts and leases.

+ People & Events

e Technology

« Personal Finance Short’s Travel is one of the biggest travel agencies in the country, with offices and

» Star 50 branches in Kansas, Missouri, lowa and lllinois. The firm originated in Waterloo, lowa,

* Workplace and established its local presence with the 2001 purchase of Passport Travel.
FYI/Living |
Star Magazine Blue bound M
Opinion

Lew Ebert, chief executive officer of the Kansas Chamber of Commerce, is leaving to
EXTRAS accept the top post at North Carolina’s business association. His last day at the Kansas
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chamber in Topeka will be Aug. 11. He begins Aug. 21 as president and CEO of the
North Carolina Citizens for Business and Industry.

During his tenure of three-plus years at the Kansas chamber, Ebert boosted statewide
membership to 10,000 employers and doubled the association’s income. Bill Thornton, a
vice president at MGP Ingredients and chairman of the Kansas chamber, said the
organization would launch a nationwide search for a new CEO.
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Rate request

AmerenUE on Friday asked the Missouri Public Service Commission to approve
increases in rates for both electricity and natural gas. The utility has 1.2 million electric
customers and 125,000 natural gas customers in eastern Missouri.

Under the proposals, residents would pay up to 10 percent more for electricity.
Customers would pay 18.3 percent more for delivery of natural gas. Because delivery
costs are only part of a customer’s natural gas bill, the average overall residential natural
gas bill would increase 7.6 percent.

Call center reopens

A fast-growing Internet phone company, SunRocket, is reopening a Springfield call
center closed by another phone company in April. It plans to hire 500 workers by year’s
end, more jobs than were lost when the center was shuttered, officials said.

SunRocket, based in Virginia, said it would open its first U.S. customer call center in the
former MCI building in August. MCI, acquired by Verizon this year, said in April that it
would close the Springfield call center, costing 400 jobs.

| Randolph Heaster, rheaster@kcstar.com | Randolph Heaster, rheaster@kcstar.com |
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