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Short's Travel makes acquisition, earns new contract 
 
By RC BALABAN, Courier Staff Writer 
WATERLOO --- Executives with Short's Travel Management have been busy the 
past few months, with their work culminating with the purchase of another travel 
agency and a new contract for a sports event. 
 
The company, with corporate offices in Waterloo and Overland Park, Kan., won the 
housing bureau contract for the Alltech FEI Games 2010. The games will be held at 
the end of September 2010 in Lexington, Ky. 
 
"It's one we've been working on since earlier this year," said David LeCompte, 
president of Short's Travel. "It's a big win for us." 
 
LeCompte described the games as the Olympics of equestrian events. The games 
are held every four years and feature competitors from all over the world competing 
in eight world-class horse and rider events. The games are taking place this year in 
late August and early September in Germany, with spectators numbering in the 
hundreds of thousands. Organizers sold the event's 400,000th ticket 45 days prior to 
the start date. 

In the four years leading up to the 
Lexington event, LeCompte's agency must 
find housing for such a large crowd. 
 
"Our job will be to manage and fulfill the 
housing registration requests from more 
than 400,000 expected attendees and 
match them with available room inventory 
in Lexington and the surrounding areas," 
LeCompte said. 
 
When the event is held in 2010, it will 
mark the first time the games, founded in 
1990, have been held outside Europe. 
 
In an unrelated move, Short's Travel has 
acquired Executive Travel of North 
Kansas City, purchasing the company's 
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physical assets, leases, contracts and 
employees. Terms were not disclosed. 
 
Each of Executive Travel's 20 full-time 
employees has been offered a position 
with Short's Travel. 
 
Mike McGarry, vice president of marketing 
and public relations for Short's Travel, said 
the basic reason for the acquisition was 
growth. 
 
"Sometimes, it's more cost effective to 
purchase an existing business than it is to 
try to earn the business away from 
somebody," McGarry said. 
 
Executive Travel's offices and Short's 
Travel offices in the Kansas City area are 
moving into a new office building in 
September. The purchase price for the 
8,200-square-foot building in Overland 
Park, Kan., was $599,000. 
 
Short's Travel was founded in Waterloo in 
1946 and has offices in Kansas, Kentucky, 
Missouri, New Jersey, Iowa, Illinois and 
Indiana. 
 
Contact RC Balaban at (319) 291-1418 or 
rc.balaban@wcfcourier.com. 

 
Related Links  

More Stories From Business > Local  
Short's Travel makes acquisition, earns new contract 

 HOW TO ADVERTISE » 
 MARKETPLACE »

DISCLAIMER: All comments will be approved by an editor. Your comment should be up shortly. Please keep all 
comments clear of any profanity. We have the right to delete and/or edit any and all comments. 

Total comments 0 
 

Name:  

Comments:  

 Post Comment

Va

Ma

Le

H
CE

S

H
T

» M
Sea

FEA
View

Plum
Rus

Fitn
Fam
Haw
Chir
Hart
Chir
Hom
Ame
Fina
Linc
Ban
Adv
WC

Prin
AJ's
Cha
Gen
Grea
Ham
Pen
Salo
Smit
Sou
Stea
Taco
Tan 
The 
Tires
Won
Outle
C.U.

PRI
 Hea

BUS

Page 2 of 3WCFCourier.com | The Waterloo Cedar-Falls Courier Online!

7/25/2006http://www.wcfcourier.com/articles/2006/07/25/business/local/82dbae0f2683a0bd862571b...



Contractors
 Heartland Farms 
 Hilpipre Auctions
 Homebuilders Assoc. of 
NE Iowa
 Hudson Floral 
 Hutton's RV 
 i wireless 
 Jacobson Staffing 
 Jorgensen Construction
 Lincoln Savings Bank 
 Maid Pro 
 Marsh Place Apartments
 Martin Realtors
 The Oak Tree
 Palace Theatre
 Potter's Hearing
 Premiere Builders
 The Print Zoo
 River City Beefstro 
 Runyan Homes, Inc.
 Rydell Auto Group
 Shaklee
 Simpson Furniture
 Southtown Lounge
 Star Performers Ltd. 
Realtors
 Steere Home Builders
 UNI
 Upper Iowa University
 Walden Photo
 Waterloo Memorial Park 
Cemetery 
 Wartburg College
 Waverly Health Center
 Westaff
 Witham Auto Center 

 

Get the whole story every day!
• To find a single copy location nearest you - Click Here 
• Home Delivery - Click Here to Subscribe

BACK TO TOP  BACK TO HOMEPAGE 

The 
Cine

BUS
Ace 
Bird
Clar
Com
John
Dan
Dan
Exp
Holi
Ryd
Univ

NEWS | SPORTS | BUSINESS | ENTERTAINMENT | FEATURES | CLASSIFIEDS | ONLINE TOOLS | PRIVACY POLICY | CAR
 © 2004, The Courier, Waterloo, IA, A Lee Enterprises subsidiary 

Page 3 of 3WCFCourier.com | The Waterloo Cedar-Falls Courier Online!

7/25/2006http://www.wcfcourier.com/articles/2006/07/25/business/local/82dbae0f2683a0bd862571b...


